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Parish Council News
Public Rights of Way Footpaths – What are your public rights?

We are blessed to live in the countryside where we can take advantage of the extensive network of
footpaths, bridleways and byways. Nevertheless, there was an increase in complaints made to the Parish
Council last winter about the state of the rural pathways. The complaints referred to muddy surfaces,
exposed tree roots, overhanging branches. Despite the Parish Council referring the complaints to the
correct authority, the Highway Authority, there has been no response from them to date. The Parish
Council has, therefore, requested assistance with this matter from our elected representatives at West
Northants Council, to whom the highway authority is answerable.
A right of way is a path that anyone has the legal right to use on foot, and sometimes using other modes of
transport.
•
•
•
•

Public footpaths are open only to walkers
Public bridleways are open to walkers, horse-riders and pedal cyclists
Restricted byways are open to walkers, horse-riders, and drivers/riders of non-motorised vehicles
(such as horse-drawn carriages and pedal cycles)
Byways Open to All Traffic (BOATs) are open to all classes of traffic including motor vehicles, though
they may not be maintained to the same standard as ordinary roads

Legally, a public right of way is part of the Queen's highway and subject to the same protection in law as all
other highways, including trunk roads. Your legal right is to “pass and repass along the way”. You can also
take with you a “natural accompaniment” which includes a pram, or pushchair or a manual or powered
wheelchair (mobility scooter) provided you follow the regulations for taking these vehicles on ordinary
roads. However, there is no guarantee that the surface of the path will be suitable for pushchairs and
wheelchairs. You can take a dog with you, but you must ensure it is under close control. Note that there is
no requirement for stiles to be suitable for use by dogs.
The surface of the path is, for most purposes, considered to belong to the highway authority. What this
means is that the authority owns the surface of the way and so much of the soil below and the air above as
is necessary for the control, protection and maintenance of the highway. The rest normally belongs to the
owner of the surrounding land. The council that has principal responsibility for rights of way in West
Haddon is the West Northants Unitary Council.
West Northants Council has a general duty “to assert and protect the rights of the public to the use and
enjoyment” of paths in their area. They are legally responsible for maintaining the surface of the path,
including bridges, and keeping it free of overgrowth. They have the power to require owners to cut back
overhanging growth from the side of a path.
Pedal cyclists have a right to use bridleways, restricted byways and byways open to all traffic, but on
bridleways they must give way to walkers and riders. Like horse riders, they have no right to use footpaths
and if they do so they are committing a trespass against the owner of the land, unless use is by permission.
As with horse-riding, use of any right of way by cyclists can be controlled by traffic regulation orders and
bye laws imposed by local authorities. Infringement of bye laws or traffic regulation orders is a criminal
offence.
An obstruction on a path is considered anything which interferes with your right to use it, for example a
barbed wire fence across the path or a heap of manure dumped on it. Dense undergrowth is not normally
treated as an obstruction. You can remove an obstruction on a path, provided that you are a bona fide
traveller on the path and have not gone out for the specific purpose of moving the obstruction, and that
you remove only as much as is necessary to get through. If you can easily go round the obstruction without
causing any damage, then you should do so. But report the obstruction to the highway authority as soon as
possible. Please report any rights of way issues directly to:- www.fixmystreet.com
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All Saints Church – Service arrangements
All Saints Church is open for private prayer
every day from about 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
St. Michael & All Angels, Winwick is now open 24/7
We are worshipping together online every Sunday. For details
please visit: www.stlawrence.org.uk The time is 10.30 a.m.
In All Saints Church the service times are:
Sunday 5th September 10.30a.m. Holy Communion (this is
Zoomed)
Sunday 12th September 9.15 a.m. Morning service
Sunday 19th September No service in All Saints because of
the Photo Exhibition

The floodlights were put on for the
following occasion:
Tuesday 17th August
in memory of Fred Adams who sadly
passed away on the 24th of July
If you would like the church
floodlights put on from dusk until
midnight in memory of someone
special or for a special occasion
please get in touch with me on
510275 at 4 Guilsborough Road or at
sandyandsue@btinternet.com.
If you would like them acknowledged
in the newsletter, please let me know
what you would like in writing. A
donation of at least £5 would be
appreciated.

Tuesday 21st September 9.15 a.m. Holy Communion
Sandy Tringham
Sunday

26th

September 9.15 a.m. Morning Service

Sunday 3rd October 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion (this is
zoomed)
Also at St. Lawrences, Long Buckby, Tea Time Together for
families and young children on Sunday 5th September 1.30 to
4 p.m. and on Sunday 3rd October at 4 p.m.
Contact Revd Graham Collingridge on 01327 842204 or
vicar.longbuckby@btinternet.com

Church Cleaning
Once again, we are grateful to those who came to help clean
the church at the beginning of August. The regular pattern of
cleaning continues. However, in September there will be an
open weekend where members of the community will be
welcome to visit the church and see what we do. This will
happen on Saturday and Sunday 4th/5th September.
Accordingly, we will meet on Friday 3rd September for the
regular cleaning session. Please join us from 10 a.m.
onwards for a little light cleaning followed by tea/coffee and
cake at 11.15.
Sue Tringham

From the registers
Saturday 31st July
Marriage of
Nicola Higgs & Jean-Paul Kendrick
Sunday 8th August
Baptism of Pip Morris
Tuesday 10th August
Interment of the ashes of
Kenneth William Hancock and
Patricia Mary Hancock
Saturday 14th August
Marriage of
Edward Rhodes &
Samantha Cheyette
Saturday 14th August
Interment of ashes
of Anne Drewett
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Puzzle Page

The solutions to this month’s puzzles can be found on Page 6

Codeword
Each letter in this puzzle is
represented by a number 1-26.
Can you crack the code and solve
the crossword?
Every letter of the alphabet is
used at least once.
Three letters are already in place
to get you started.

Quad-Wrangle
Can you discover the sixteen numbers that match all the clues below? All the numbers are whole
numbers. No two numbers are the same and no number has a value less than 1

1. A1=either B2 plus A2 or B2 minus C2.
2. A2=either C2 divided by B3 or D4 divided by B3.
3. A3=D3 plus A4.
4. A4=either C3 minus C2 or C3 plus C2.
5. B1=either A1 minus A2 or A1 minus D1.
6. B2=D1 plus C2.
7. B3=a third of C2.
8. B4=either A3 minus C4 or A3 plus C4.
9. C1=A4 divided by A2.
10. C2=either 11 or 12.
11. C3=B1 plus C4.
12. C4=a third of A1.
13. D1=A2 times D4.
14. D2=a third of C4.
15. D3=either C1 plus D2 or C1 minus D2.
16. D4=either B3 minus C2 or B3 plus C2.

Village News
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Yelvertoft and District Relief in Sickness Fund
The villages of Yelvertoft, West Haddon, Crick, Winwick, Clay Coton and Elkington have the good fortune to
benefit from this charity. In the 1930’s the association collected subscriptions which paid for a nurse who
looked after subscribers when they were sick or incapacitated. When the National Health Service was set
up the last nurse became a District Nurse and the Association asked her to stay in the house bought for her
before the war and there Nurse Muncaster remained until 1985 when she moved to another house in
West End, West Haddon. The house was sold, and the proceeds invested. The Trustees administer the
funds in accordance with the scheme laid down by the Charity Commissioners.
The income from the Charity is used to help people of any age in the six villages who are sick or infirm and
grants are made to help with the attendance at hospitals or hospital visiting for family members. A general
contribution is made to the Chiropody Service for people who use the services of Leigh Mason. At present
she will come to your house on request. The fund has also purchased a number of wheelchairs and other
items of medical equipment, and these can be borrowed for your use or for visitors you may be having.
Each village has representatives and those for West Haddon are Dorothy Whittaker and Sue Tringham.
Please contact them if you need financial assistance or to borrow the items we have. Telephone numbers
are 510392 and 510275

West Haddon Wombles – A rubbish group to join!
When you are outside what do you see? Do you see tidy streets and clean
green spaces, or do you all too often see litter on the sides of roads, in our
parks and on our footpaths?
I set up the group in January 2020 as I realised I was not alone in detesting
the sight of litter and others like me wanted to do something about it. We
can sometimes feel that our individual efforts are not having an impact, but
the Wombles prove that when people act together we can really make a
difference, so far this year we have collected 701 bags from the West
Haddon area. We are also part of Northants Litter Wombles which I set up
in February 2021 and across the county we’ve collected a staggering 23000
bags since then!
We not only pick in West Haddon; you may have noticed recently our piles
of purple bags in the layby at the weighbridge in Crick – over 4 weekends we collected 153 bags of rubbish!
It was great to see we had a few residents of Crick help with these picks, and they have now joined our
group. We have given ‘rubbish’ talks to the cubs, scouts and brownies and accompanied them on litter
picks – I have realised that children love getting involved in litter picking. We have also signed off several
teenagers for the volunteering section of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award – if this is something you might
be interested in, please get in touch.
If you would like to join us and play a part in keeping our
community tidy, then please visit our Facebook page
West Haddon Wombles or you can email me
Nicola.elliott@northantslitterwombles.co.uk.
It’s incredibly rewarding to see the difference we can
make to an area.
Nicola Elliott, Chief Womble
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Puzzle Solutions

QUAD-WRANGLE
All the numbers are whole numbers, so
C2=12 and B3=4 (clues 7 and 10).
No number is less than 1, so D4=16 (16).
No two numbers are the same, so A2=3
(2). D1=48 (13). B2=60 (6). A1=63 (1).
C4=21 (12). D2=7 (14).
B1=15 (5). C3=36 (11). A4=24 (4). C1=8 (9).
D3=1 (15). A3=25 (3). B4=46 (8).

Village News
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Student Grants for 2021
Are you about to start, or are you already undertaking, a course of higher education, or a non-university
course of equivalent status, for example, a recognised apprenticeship or other vocational training?
West Haddon Charities offers modest grants to students who live in the village: these grants are usually
intended for books, or for equipment required for the course of study.
This money comes from the rent we are paid for the charity fields, which are on the left-hand side of the
A428 as you go towards Crick, and the amount of each grant depends on the rent we get for the fields, the
number of applicants, and whether you have previously received a grant.
If you are interested, and believe you qualify, please apply in writing, with details of the course of study
you are either going to do, or are already undertaking, and what you plan to use the grant for. Even if you
have previously had a grant, you may apply again, so long as you are still undertaking the same course.
For further details contact the clerk to the trustees: the closing date is Friday 1st October 2021. No grants
will be paid out until after this closing date, but we will endeavour to get cheques out to successful
applicants as soon after 1st October as possible.
Applications by letter or email to:
David Roberts, clerk to the trustees, Gable House, Pytchley Court, Crown Lane, West Haddon, NN6 7AL
01788 510437, david.cf.roberts@btinternet.com

The Donations Box
During the period of Covid 19 there has been a Donations Box in the church porch. Those who have been
able to have given items of food and other essentials; those in need have taken things from it. This
replaced the former system whereby we collected such items for the Rugby Food Bank. On October 17 th
when we celebrate our Harvest Festival we will revert to the old system; please continue to put food and
other gifts into the basket which will return to its original position in the church building itself and these
will be taken to Rugby Food Bank. I can arrange for a box of food to be delivered to you or for you to
collect from Rugby yourself. Please don’t hesitate to contact me if your circumstances mean that you and
your family are hungry.
Sue Tringham 01788 510275

Update from Buckby Library & Hub
During August, Buckby Library & Hub has been busy with a range of activities and projects. We have
participated in the Summer Reading Challenge for young people, have had Teddy Bears Picnic sessions
for small children, a visiting magician, held a crafts afternoon for 4–12-year-olds, participated in the
Long Buckby scarecrow competition and held another book sale (22 nd August).
We have been making progress on our Recovery Gardens Project, with paving and raised beds
installed in the Market Place garden and further planting to come, and raised beds and additional
planting taking place in the car park area.
The Parish Council has also kindly renovated the nearby bench. We are enormously grateful to the
funding organisations which have enabled this project to happen (for further information, please see:
https://buckbylibraryhub.org/follow-our-recovery-gardens-project/).

Village News
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Village History Shorts
Ever wondered about the people behind the street names in West Haddon? This is no.23 in a series of brief
sketches of earlier village lives...

Nursery Close
Having run out of streets named after specific people, this series
is continuing to spotlight street names and places around the
village which resonate with history and the people who have
lived here in the past.
Nursery Close is built on most of the four-acre field that was
granted to Mary Burbidge, in 1765, in exchange for the common
rights in the open fields of West Haddon, which she gave up
when the parish was enclosed by Act of Parliament. She wasn’t a nurserywoman – she ran the Red Lion
pub in the village until 1791 when she went bankrupt. Then John West of the Crown bought up the Red
Lion and turned it into a private house. At that time the field was let for grazing at £10 per year.
The land remained with the landlords of the Crown until 1909 when it was sold to Arthur Harris (for £205).
He was a Londoner, working as an assistant to GF Letts,
the nurseryman who ran a big operation (including mail
order) on land behind the Baptist Church. When the Letts
nursery moved to Norfolk, Arthur took over the West
Haddon business.
The first aerial photo shows the original nursery
glasshouses, built on-site using sand dug from the soil
there (an old rhyme begins, “Winwick’s all water,
Haddon’s all sand...”) In the lower part of the photo you
can see the top of what is now the Playing Field, when it
was being used for allotments.
After Arthur died in the 1950s the land
was the base for Cross Landscapes and
later became West Haddon Nurseries,
run by Peter and Carmen Warden. The
last nursery on the site was Plantsman,
run by Mike and David Davis and still
much lamented by local gardeners
since it closed down in the early years
of this century. But the Mower Shop is
still going strong. (Many thanks to
David Davis for the photo of Plantsman
and the Mower Shop)
Interested in village history?
Try the Facebook group:
Old Photos of West Haddon.
Wendy Raybould wjraybould@gmail.com

Village News
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WEST HADDON VILLAGE HALL
We are pleased to report that bookings for the hall are continuing
through the school holidays. Our work with our hirers makes sure the
hall is Covid safe for all and we carry out extra cleaning between events.
Car park - advance notice! We are arranging with our contractor to start the resurfacing of the car
park in the half term beginning on 25 October. For that week the car park will be cordoned off to give
clear access to the work - the resurfacing will be across to the school fence, including round to our
kitchen door. The Parish Council is arranging with Highways for the temporary closure of the Jurassic
Way footpath next to the hall. We will be in touch with our neighbours to give further details.
The Air Ambulance clothing bank is getting plenty of business. Apologies if it is full when you get there
– we do ask them to empty it but there have been delays.
Do visit our website - https://westhaddonvillagehall.org.uk This is the easiest way to check the
availability of your dates. Our contact details: email address bookings@whvh.org.uk or contact the
Bookings Secretary by phone/text 07771 968878.
Richard Lilleyman, Chairman - Village Hall Committee
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Local Services

Bakes by Annie
Baked to order - Free delivery
in West Haddon
Brownie Boxes
Flapjacks
Brookies
Cake Loaves
Rocky Road Carrot Cake
For full menu contact:
07584 867038
Prices from £5

Deadline for the
October 2021
edition is
Saturday 18th
September
Please send your articles to
Christina Betson at
editorwhnews@outlook.com

West Haddon News Advertising
If you would like to enquire about placing an advert in the newsletter,
please contact the Parish Council Executive Officer, Gill Wells at
executiveofficer@westhaddonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Costs:
small advert - £18.00 / 3 months advertising
¼ page advert - £72.00 / 3 months advertising
½ page advert - £108.00 / 3 months advertising
Full Page advert - £216.00 / 3 months advertising
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WHPhoto.club goes Pastoral
We met again in West Haddon Village Hall for July's Show and Tell. As this venue has good internet
connectivity, we were able to broadcast the meeting on Zoom, allowing members unwilling to travel to
attend. The removal of remaining lockdown restrictions should enable us to return to our usual meeting
place at the Baptist Schoolroom in September.
Our theme for July was English Pastoral and this caused some head-scratching amongst members as to
what it meant. Dictionaries and search engines were consulted which produced a wide range of definitions;
the consensus being English landscapes (definitely) with sheep, cows, and other livestock (optional). This
uncertainty generated a good selection of images. We seem to be fortunate recently that members are
tapping into a rich seam of creativity for their images, and this month it was continued. The photos shown
each managed to convey a quintessential Englishness - one member remarked of one photo that you
couldn't mistake it for any other country. One member complained it became harder to choose a favourite
as each subsequent image was presented. This was illustrated when the vote for the favourite theme
photo was announced as a three-way tie: Orchard Sunset by David Kallmeier, Stone Barn by Adrian
Chandler and Herringfleet Mill by Tony Teague.

The Image of the Month part of the Show and Tell
has no theme, it simply requires the submitted
images to have been taken since the last meeting.
This always means there is a wide range of subjects,
although this month there was a slight railway theme.
The passage of a Tornado (steam locomotive, not
destructive weather) in our locality caused several
members to try and capture a picture - two members
submitted photos of their efforts. Another settled for more modern motive power. However, it was the
natural world that inspired Chris Bowers with his wonderful Dragonfly image - a close-up shot taken at an
unusual and dramatic angle which was voted the members' favourite.

WEST HADDON PARISH COUNCIL
E-mail:- executiveofficer@westhaddonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Website:- www.westhaddonparishcouncil.gov.uk
telephone:- 07493366527
Twitter:- @WestHaddonPC
Facebook:- West Haddon Council
Newsletter Editor:- editorwhnews@outlook.com
Full Council meetings are normally held on
1st Tuesday of each month
Please see the website for further information
and agenda items.

West Haddon News does not accept
any responsibility for errors and
omissions in this publication, or for
the accuracy of claims made by
advertisers.
Views expressed by contributors are
their own and are not necessarily
shared by the publishers.
This publication has no political bias.

