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COVID 19 PANDEMIC - UPDATE FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL
To all members of the West Haddon Community:
The impact of the COVID 19 pandemic has been felt in this village as much as anywhere, and the way this
community has responded has been astounding. We have all seen the care, support and
mutual respect demonstrated by everyone to each other on a daily basis, and as residents, neighbours and
fellow human beings, I think we can all be proud of how we as a community have responded to
this most difficult of times.
However, as the lockdown starts to ease around the country, it is clear that in many aspects, what were
initially very clear guidelines from the Government have now become a bit more ambiguous. For example,
we have all seen images in the news from around the country that could be seen as giving some mixed
messages about what is and what isn’t safe or acceptable, particularly with regard to outdoor leisure time.
As such, our aim as a Parish Council is to work with all the authorities at a local and national level to make
sure we can bring the most up-to-date guidance to you. Where we, as a Parish Council, are obliged to set
the boundaries here, in our village, we will communicate this with clarity. Therefore, the aim of this update
is to focus particularly on the use of the village playing fields, and to update on the situation regarding
sports and exercise facilities.
THE PAVILION - based on national guidelines regarding safety and hygiene in the wake of the pandemic,
the pavilion will remain closed for the foreseeable future.
THE PLAYGROUND AND OUTDOOR EXERCISE EQUIPMENT - those who use the playing field will notice
these have been marked off with hazard tape to signify that these too remain closed for
the foreseeable future. Once again, this is based on clear guidelines from the UK authorities.
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SPORTS CLUBS - with the exception of Tennis, all sports clubs with respect to
sporting fixtures are currently on hold.
The reason Tennis has been able to resume is that there have been clear
guidelines from the governing bodies regarding how to do so safely, and upon
consultation between the tennis club and the parish council, we believe that
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the courts in the playing field can be safely used whilst still observing the strict guidance regarding social
distance and hygiene. This will continue to be reviewed based on national guidance, as well as local
common sense.
You will notice over the coming weeks a very limited resuming of some training for the junior cricket and
football clubs. This is being undertaken on a trial basis, following close collaboration between the coaches,
the Parish Council and what limited guidance is coming out of the governing bodies. The coaches have
gone to great lengths to ensure the safety of all participants, and strict adherence to social distancing
and hygiene will be observed. The Parish Council would like to thank the coaches for their patience and
diligence. This activity is being undertaken in a very limited way, and in no-way represents any form of
‘return to normal’ for the use of the facilities by all clubs, which is some way off as things stand.
The number one priority is the safety and wellbeing of all members of the village community and all users
of the playing field, and we are appreciative that the coaches have gone to such lengths to ensure that this
trial can be undertaken safely. Risk assessments have been carried out, and the clubs and Parish Council
will continue to work with the governing bodies to make sure that if and when community sport can
resume, it is done so safely.
GENERAL USE - during the pandemic, the village playing field has increasingly become something of a safe
haven for individuals to exercise, walk their dogs, and play with their families peacefully and safely in
accordance with government guidelines. The Parish Council is resolute about this remaining the case - but
we need the support of the entire village to make this work.
As the good weather returns, the temptation for the playing field to become an alternative to still-closed
beer gardens for gatherings, ad hoc parties and sunny weekend drinking sessions may arise. For the many
users of the playing field, it will have been apparent that such gatherings have happened recently, albeit
infrequently. For the avoidance of doubt - this is not an appropriate use for the village playing field, and
such gatherings contravene all guidance coming out of the authorities.
In addition, and for the sake of clarity, we have to insist that members of the public are not tempted to
‘relieve themselves' in the playing field or surrounding hedges whilst enjoying the facilities or passing
through. This is a very public space where children regularly play, and there is no way that this can be
considered acceptable. We hope that no-one would consider this appropriate, but again, we say this now
for the avoidance of doubt.
Regarding public gatherings, the government guidelines are clear - at the time of writing, they state:
·

You can spend time outdoors, including private gardens and other outdoor spaces, in groups of up to
six people from different households, following social distancing guidelines

This is a safe, family space, and we ask that everyone, at all times, respects it and treats it as such.
Our schools, businesses, health services and sports clubs are going to extreme lengths to ensure
safe social distancing policies are in place - we each have a responsibility for this as we conduct ourselves
in public around the village, and in particular, in public spaces such as the playing field. This has to be
something that all members of the village community own and take responsibility for. It’s not something
that should have to be policed or monitored, In this way, the facilities can continue to be enjoyed by all, in
accordance with both the UK guidelines but also the levels of safety, hygiene and consideration that we
should all be able to accept as the norm in our village.
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As things continue to evolve, we will keep you updated. If you are in any doubt about what can be
undertaken on the playing fields and associated village assets please don’t hesitate to contact the Parish
Council and we will give the most up to date guidance that we can.
But most importantly - let’s continue with the spirit of care, kindness and respect, that we have all shown
each other through these challenging times, looking after each other and looking out for each other as we
have done so well.
Thank you, Steve Kerr, Chair, Peter Norman, Vice Chair.

WEST HADDON PARISH COUNCIL
E-mail:- executiveofficer@westhaddonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Website:- www.westhaddonparishcouncil.gov.uk
telephone:- 07493366527
Full Council meetings are normally held on 1st Tuesday of each
month – check out the website for further information, joining
instructions for meetings (currently held by zoom), and agenda
items.
If you have any queries regarding this or other matters ,
now or at any other times, please contact Gill:executiveofficer@westhaddonparishcouncil.gov.uk

WEST HADDON
DONATION STATION
Please take what you need
from the box in the church
porch – the box is unmanned but regularly
monitored and all items
have been donated with
kindness by West Haddon
Residents for West Haddon
Residents.

Waste Collection for July and August 2020
Your waste and recycling calendar July 2020

Changes to your collections from August 2020
We're making changes to waste and recycling collections
in August. Your bin day and the service you receive will
stay the same, but there may be a change to your
collection pattern. A new annual calendar with your new
collection pattern will be sent to you before the changes,
so please look out for this.

Church News
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All Saints Church – Service arrangements
On the 23rd June the Government announced that places of
worship can open for services on the 4th July if appropriate
social distancing measures are in place. We can open now for
individual prayer and funerals, but this will need to be done
in a safe manner and we hope All Saints will be opening for
individual prayer shortly. There will be notices on the church
notice board and on the front gate saying when this will
happen.
We do not know when services in the church will resume yet,
but we have a service every Sunday at 10.30 a.m. from the
house of the person taking the service, lasting about 30
minutes. It is very popular with over 50 people from the
benefice taking part each week and it would be lovely if you
could join us.
You can join the service via ZOOM on your smartphone, iPad
or computer. Joining instructions are available from the
parish administrator at stlawrencelb@gmail.com

The floodlights were put on for
the following occasions:
June 11th
in memory of Ken Incley
on his birthday.
If you would like the floodlights
put on from dusk until midnight
please get in touch with me on
510275 at 4 Guilsborough Road or
at sandyandsue@btinternet.com.
If you would like them
acknowledged in the magazine
please put what you would like in
writing. A donation of at least £5
would be appreciated.
Sandy Tringham

If you want to get in touch with All Saints’ Church about
funerals, weddings, baptisms, and similar things please get in
touch with me or the Churchwardens and we can put you in
touch with the right person.
Sandy Tringham 510275,
4 Guilsborough Road or sandyandsue@btinternet.com

From the registers:
Tuesday 23rd June was the funeral
service of Madeleine Litchfield at
Rainsbrook Crematorium.

A prayer as we walk the footpaths and lanes:
Loving Creator God, the whole earth proclaims your glory.
Everywhere we look we see your handiwork.
Help us to enjoy the earth gently and to work so that all may be fed.
We pray for those who work the land in this country and beyond;
may they receive a just reward for their labour.
May their work as food producers and stewards of the land be
honoured now and always.
Amen.

West Haddon News
does not accept any
responsibility for errors
and omissions in this
publication, or for the
accuracy of claims
made by advertisers.
Views expressed by
contributors are their
own and are not
necessarily shared by
the publishers. This
publication has no
political bias.
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Cricket News
As I write this the lockdown is starting to ease and sport is beginning to return in
some form or another. It has been a long road and for some a very difficult one.
Everyone at the club wishes all our players, parents and helpers well and extends
this to all the villagers.
Training is now starting in line with Government guidelines and you are all welcome to join in.
For information on adult training please contact Richard on 07515661602 or email richard@irrifence.co.uk
For Juniors we are offering free small group cricket training sessions on a weekly basis
aimed at girls and boys in schools years 5 to 11, all levels of experience welcome.
Please contact Jim.Houghton@olivehorse.com or on 07748920176
for further information.
On behalf of the club we look forward to seeing you so, stay safe and well.
Richard Allen
Haddon CC.

News from Buckby Library & Hub
The library in Long Buckby continues to be
closed at present. As soon as we know we can
open up again, and under what conditions, we
will put the information on the website and
Facebook.
Meanwhile, we have been adding a few things
to the website. Please see our ‘Emu of the
week’ and the emu paintings from Buckby
Meadows Art Group. For those who may be
seeking support in these difficult times, we
have created a ‘Help and Support’ page:
https://buckbylibraryhub.org/help-andsupport-links/.
You can also find out about the ‘Summer
Reading Challenge’ and the ‘Keep Calm and
Write a Diary’ initiative.
We have started a ‘Learning Opportunities’
page: https://buckbylibraryhub.org/learningopportunities/, so do let us know about any
other learning opportunities you think we
could include at info@buckbylibraryhub.org.
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Local Services

West Haddon News Advertising
With the current circumstances
WHNews would like to offer all local businesses the
opportunity to advertise with us for free
for a period of 6 months.
If you would like to enquire about placing an advert in
the newsletter, please contact the
Parish Council Executive Officer, Gill Wells at
executiveofficer@westhaddonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Usual costs:
small advert - £18.00 / 3 months advertising
¼ page advert - £72.00 / 3 months advertising
½ page advert - £108.00 / 3 months advertising
Full Page advert - £216.00 / 3 months advertising

Deadline for the
July 2020 edition
is
Saturday
18th July
Please send your articles to
Christina Betson at
editorwhnews@outlook.com

ADAM MAY CONTRACTING
Specializing in all types of fencing
for almost 30 years.
. Dismantle and replacement
. Storm damage/Repairs
. Professional Advice
. Fully Insured
Contact 07973 695634
Email adam.may1@btinternet.com

The Pytchley Inn in West
Haddon is able to offer
accommodation
to
Key
Workers or essential workers
on contract, despite being
currently closed to the general
public.
If you are interested to find our
more about our facilities or
rates, and are unable to book
through our usual booking
channels, please call
01788 510426.
Stay safe
Tracy & Jim Demetri
The Pytchley Inn,
23 High Street,
West Haddon, NN6 7AP
info@thepytchley.co.uk

Mobile Hair Stylist
& Nail Technician
Emma Mason from West Haddon
Six Years Salon Experience
Advanced Qualification in Hairdressing
Fully Qualified Gel Polish Nail
Technician Competitive Rates!!

07557474671
emm.mason@icloud.com
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Rachel Hearne
Garden Maintenance
RHS Level 2 Qualified
Gardener
Services include:
Lawn care, garden clearance,
winter pruning, bed and
border care, weeding, planting
Tel: 07928489240
Email: rachhearne@gmail.com
Available immediately

Local Services

Village News

Page 8 of 8

WHPC Members - May's Theme - The Long View
This month we made our theme ‘The Long View’, anticipating a wide-ranging exploration of its meaning.
Suitably challenged, our members didn't disappoint and submitted images that imaginatively covered the
three main interpretations of this theme: time, distance and length.
That cursed coronavirus continues to curtail our camerawork, so apart from a couple of recent images,
most photos came from members' back catalogues.
Happily, this meant we were treated to Tony Teague's dreamy picture of Tuscan countryside in the
members' favourite image: Dawn, Val D’Orcia (left).
Plants and animals featured widely in the Image of the Month
photos, but it was David Kallmeier's Dandelion Ballerina (right), a
delicate and meticulously constructed macro photograph of a
dandelion seed, sprayed with water droplets, that was the runaway
favourite.

WEST HADDON VILLAGE HALL
The Village Hall is still closed. We are starting the activities that will be required
to re-open the hall. We will be undertaking a risk assessment to ensure that we
implement all necessary precautions, for example, installing hand sanitizer and
organizing extra cleaning. We are looking forward to bringing the hall back into use in the near future.
We have decided to postpone the AGM until September when we hope that the hall be open again for
meetings.
Enquiries for future bookings: westhaddonvillagehallbookings@gmail.com
or phone/text 07771 968878
Liz Parker
(Secretary, Village Hall Committee)

