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West Haddon Parish Council News
Budget Setting – Rishi Sunak could learn a thing or 2!
Whilst the Council may not quite have the pressures of Rishi Sunak on its shoulders it does take its
responsibilities with regard to setting the budget and the precept very seriously and careful consideration
is given to all aspects of running and maintaining the services that are required to support and maintain
the village. This year is no exception. There are 10 Councillors with differing views on projects, forecasting,
contingencies, and services to accommodate, each budget line is discussed at length by the Finance &
Human Resources Committee who subsequently generate a proposed budget that is then taken to the full
Parish Council for approval.
So, what needs to be taken into consideration …. The Council obviously has the operational costs
associated with the functioning / maintenance of the village to consider such as the street lighting
electricity & maintenance; grass cutting; litter picking; pavilion running costs; insurance; open spaces; staff
costs; and tree works, to name but just a few and, of course there are the usual inflationary costs to
consider. The Council then must prepare for contingencies, for example, such as loss of income due to
Covid 19 restrictions or a listed church wall collapsing / requiring repair which can blow a budget in one fell
swoop. When setting the budget, the Council needs to ensure that we allocate enough funds to cover
(within limits) unforeseen circumstances.
Within the budget preparation process the Council also has to factor in forecasting for the future
replacement or maintenance of its assets e.g., whilst the play area was recently upgraded the Council has
had to start building funds again for when the play area requires replacing again so that future Councils
have the funds ready and available to make that decision when that time comes.
Moreover, the Council is constantly mindful of the needs of the community now and in the future and this
year is very grateful for the feedback from residents in the survey regarding
visions as to the future of West Haddon and has tried to incorporate those views
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we are not sure what’s next – managing our own pothole filling, waste recycling? – so, difficult decisions
whilst being ever mindful of minimising the effects on the taxpayer.
The budget for next year has been prepared and has been reviewed by the Councils Finance Committee
twice and is to be recommended to Full Council for approval at the January 2021 meeting. The budget
drives the precept demand, and it is hoped that, dependant on the council tax base which DDC are unable
to advise as yet, the Parish Council rise will be below the rate of inflation.
20MPH Advisory Zone
For years residents have commented on the speed at which vehicles travel through the
village. As a result, the Parish Council commissioned a report from the highways
authority a couple of years ago as to how to manage traffic appropriately and safely in
the village. The results from this report were cost prohibitive. Consequently, the Council
has installed a number of Vehicle Activated Signs in an attempt to remind drivers to
temper their speed but it would seem that some drivers remain either unwilling or are
unable to understand what 30mph actually means.
The Council has lobbied the highway authority for a 20mph zone through the village, or at least near the
school and village hall area, but to no avail. Again, it was cost prohibitive so, consequently, as the Parish
Council is being faced with continuous negative responses from the principal authorities for trying to do
things in our community for the benefit and safety of our people it has taken it upon itself, like a number of
other parishes nearby, to bring in a 20mph ‘advisory’ zone throughout the village – signs have been
displayed around the village, and it is hoped that people will abide by the 20mph rule and that this will
make for a more pleasant and safer village with the added bonus of lower air transmission pollutants.

Andy Dawson and Councillor Vacancy
After a number of years on the Council, Andy Dawson has decided to vacate his position to allow for
someone with more time and fresh ideas to join the Council. The Council would like to take this
opportunity to thank Andy for his service and input into the Council.
So, as the process dictates, as a result that no bye election has been called, the Council can move on to cooption and would like to invite interested residents to apply to join the Council.
So, what does being a Parish Councillor mean; what is the process and requirements:There are various criteria a person has to meet to become a Parish Councillor which are as follows:•
be a UK or Commonwealth citizen
•
be at least 18 years old
To be eligible to stand for an election for a particular parish, you must:
•
be an elector of the parish;
•
for the whole of the previous 12 months have occupied (as owner or tenant) land or other premises
in the parish;
•
during the previous 12 months have worked in the parish (as your principal or only place of work);
•
for the whole of the previous 12 months lived in the parish or within three miles of the parish
boundary;
•
Have no criminal convictions which have resulted in a custodial sentence of more than 3 months or
have been declared bankrupt;
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If you do become a Parish Councillor, you will have to sign up to the Parish Council's Code of Conduct.
It is important to note that Councils usually meet once a month for the council meeting, to which members
of the public are also invited. These main monthly meetings may last typically two or three hours,
depending on what is on the list of items to discuss. Additionally, there are also sub-committees to deal
with specific subjects, such as planning matters, finance and asset management which meet throughout
the month – Councillors are expected to play a full role in these and receive, read, and digest all the
paperwork which comes with the role.
Once elected, Parish Councillors sit on the council for a period of four years. If they then want to stay in the
post they can stand for re-election. It does not mean that you have to stay for four years, if you find it’s not
for you or you can no longer meet the commitment you can stand down.
The Council is a democracy, and it is common for people to join a Council because they have a one item
agenda or a terrible attack of nimbyism but in reality, they do not last long when they realise that the
Council has strict statutory regulations to follow and theirs can be a lone voice on the Council.
The Council is keen to attract the right person to join the Council and will be looking to interview potential
candidates in January 2020. If you meet the eligibility criteria listed above and are interested in joining the
Council, please forward a short resume about yourself to
executiveofficer@westhaddonparishcouncil.gov.uk no later than Monday 11th January 2020 and the
Council will be in touch shortly afterwards.
The Council has an equality and diversity policy and actively welcomes applicants from all backgrounds
regardless of age, sex, ethnicity. Training can and will be offered but the most important attributes an
applicant can offer is time to attend meetings; open mindedness; commitment; interest in the whole
community not just one area; teamwork and, above all patience (and a sense of humour helps at times).
Working Groups:Some avid readers of WHNews may have noted a recent article from the Parish Council regarding the
requirement for a parish emergency plan, the establishment of a working party, and a request for
volunteers to come forward to join said working party. I am pleased to report that the working party is now
up and running having had its first meeting and the response from residents with a wide range of skills and
expertise was fantastic.
Similarly, the Council is looking to set up the following working parties and is looking for volunteers from
the community to join and take an active role :•
West Haddon Health & Wellbeing Working Party
•
West Haddon Biodiversity and Sustainability Working Party
If you are interested, have the time, skills please then please forward your details and the working party
you are interested in joining to executiveofficer@westhaddonparishcouncil.gov.uk

Invitation to tender – West Haddon Parish Council Community & Sports Pavilion
West Haddon Parish Council invites companies to tender for the refurbishment / re-development of the
West Haddon Parish Council Community & Sports Pavilion.
If you think you and / or your company may be interested in this opportunity, then please contact the
Executive Officer, Gill, at executiveofficer@westhaddonparishcouncil.gov.uk for further details no later
than 22nd January 2021.
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All Saints Church – Service arrangements
All Saints’ Church is open for private prayer every day from
9am to 4pm. Please note that the main door will be kept shut
to preserve heat. The trick to open the door is to pull the
door handle towards you before you turn it.
Sunday services: We worship together every Sunday at
10.30 am on ZOOM. Joining instructions are on the Home
Page of our website: https://www.stlawrences.org.uk/
We plan to have two services in All Saints’ Church during
January, subject to national restrictions:
Tuesday January 12th 10.30am Holy Communion
Sunday January 31st 9am Holy Communion
St Michael & All Angels Winwick is open 24/7.
Baptisms, weddings, and funerals can be arranged at any of
our churches.
-------------------------------------------Alpha on-line: From Monday 18th January, 7.30pm on Zoom
(see website for joining instructions)
What is my purpose? What happens when I die? Why is there
suffering?
The Alpha course is a chance to ask these questions and
explore the Christian faith in a fun, no-pressure environment.
Each session includes a short film or presentation and a
discussion where you can chat through your thoughts and
questions with a small group of people just like you.
To find out more about this or other ways the church can
help you or pray for you please contact the vicar:
Revd. Graham Collingridge: 01327 842204
or vicar.longbuckby@btinternet.com

Church News
The floodlights were put on for the
following occasion:
Thursday 17th December
in memory of Les Gearing
Thursday 24th December in memory
of Mary Bush on her birthday
They were on for the twelve days of
Christmas courtesy of
the Parish Council.
If you would like the church
floodlights put on from dusk until
midnight in memory of someone
special or for a special occasion
please get in touch with me on
510275 at 4 Guilsborough Road or at
sandyandsue@btinternet.com.
If you would like them acknowledged
in the newsletter, please let me know
what you would like in writing. A
donation of at least £5 would be
appreciated.
Sandy Tringham
----------------------------------------From the registers
Saturday 19th December,
Baptism of Eleanor Muddiman
Postponed due to Covid-19

A Prayer for Renewed Hope in 2021
Dear God, Lord of heaven and earth; You are the one who turned our darkness into light at Christmas
through the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ. He brought hope for all people who believed in him.
We have faced one of the most difficult years we have known in 2020 and now at the start of 2021
look for hope in the year to come.
We give thanks for all those who have worked to develop and test the vaccines and pray now for those
administering them. We also give thanks for all those who have continued to show your love
throughout the last year, those in the NHS, those who have shown acts of kindness that have made us
smile.
We now ask for strength and confidence to face the new year knowing you will continue to be with us.
Give us the light of your love, through Jesus Christ, to guide us as we journey on. Amen.
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Village History Shorts
Ever wondered about the people behind the street names in West Haddon?
This is no.17 in a series of brief sketches of earlier village lives...

Eaglestone Drive
The Eaglestones lived in West Haddon for centuries. The earliest member of the family to arrive here was
Job Eaglestone, who came from Oxfordshire by way of Dallington. Having served for three years in the
Northamptonshire Militia, he married Elizabeth Morris in West Haddon in April, 1765 and their first child
was born a month later. This was a memorable year in the village – that August, this ex-Militiaman would
have witnessed the Enclosure Riot, which was put down by General Mordaunt and his Dragoons from
Northampton.
The family grew over time and married into several
other village families. Mostly they were agricultural
labourers, but in the 1870s and 80s James Eaglestone
kept the old Spread Eagle in Station Road (closed
down at the time of the First World War) and other
branches of the family also settled in Station Road.
That included Thomas Eaglestone, a shepherd,
whose youngest child, Edgar, was born in 1883.

Edgar’s father had spent some of his teenage years as a house servant on a
farm in Leicestershire. Edgar followed his father’s example, but travelled much
further, serving as a footman at Wiston Park House in Sussex around 1901. But
the role did not suit him and in 1904 he embarked for Canada.
He became a railway engineer in Winnipeg, Manitoba. And there, in 1916, he
enlisted as a private in the Canadian Army Medical Corps. From August 1916 he
served in France, then was posted to Bramshott Military Hospital in Hampshire.
Later he returned to France and was wounded while on duty at no.1 Canadian
Hospital at Etaples in France when it was bombed. He was repatriated to the
Norfolk War Hospital in England, where he died of his wounds on 29 May 1918.
Unmarried, he had no family in Canada and was buried in the churchyard of All
Saints, West Haddon, alongside his big sister Edith, who had died in 1897 at the
age of 18.
Interested in village history?
Try the Facebook group:
Old Photos of West Haddon.
Wendy Raybould (wjraybould@gmail.com).

The deadline for the
February 2021 edition is
Monday 18th January
Please send your articles to
Christina Betson at editorwhnews@outlook.com
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Winter at Cotton End Park 2020
After a good summer, we are into the months of greyness, cold and damp, relieved by the occasional days
of bright sunshine. The deciduous trees at Cotton End Park put on a brilliant autumnal show, but the leaves
have now gone, forming a muddy carpet on the paths. Autumn and winter migrating birds have been seen
regularly at the park: flocks of fieldfares and redwings passing over, chaffinches and other passerines in
small groups along the hedgerows, foraging for feed. Less common birds seen at the park within the last
couple of months include a Green Sandpiper, Brambling and Redpoll, and more regularly we have seen
Kites, Ravens, and Buzzards.
Winter is a busy time for maintenance and preparing for next year. The ditches and pond area have been
dredged and cleaned out, clumps of willow by the ponds have been cut back, and we are repairing the gate
between the upper and lower orchards. For National Tree Week (28 November – 6 December) we planted
50 oak saplings and whips, which will in time create a beautiful coppice.
We continue to raise funds for the zipwire campaign, as the existing
zipwires were disabled due to safety concerns and will have to be
replaced. Our Apples and Pears Day in the Market Square on 10th
October was well supported by the village, and our total receipts
were over £1400! Thanks to our many supporters who have donated
to the appeal via the Justgiving page;
we have almost reached £700. There
is still a long way to go, and if you
have enjoyed visiting Cotton End
Park with children or grandchildren,
please donate to this very worthwhile cause. It would be wonderful if we
could have a new zipwire in place for the summer in 2021!
‘The Birds of Long Buckby’ by our Park Manager, Nick Roberts, and Sue
Ebbage, is selling very well. If you have not yet bought a copy, you can do
so via the Long Buckby Green Spaces website, or at The Peephole. The
book deals with wider environmental concerns, as well as the birds of the
parish, and it is beautifully illustrated with Sue’s photographs. And don’t
forget ‘The Birds of Long Buckby 2021 calendar! Hurry while stocks last! All
profits go towards the zipwire campaign.
Daniel Tabor, Chair,
Long Buckby Green Spaces at Cotton End Park

Happy New Year
to all our readers
from the West
Haddon News team!

Page 7 of 12

Village News

This year, The Buckby Feast Trust has been chosen to benefit from the Co-op Local Community Fund.
At a time when funds for charitable organisations are becoming more difficult to access, we’re incredibly
grateful for this opportunity to make a real difference in Long Buckby.
We are raising funds to run Feast Week in August 2021. With a range of enjoyable and affordable activities
such as the Produce and Craft Show, Quiz night, Scarecrow Trail and more, we plan to bring the community
together. At the same time, we will raise money that will be given back to the village, in the form of grants
for local good causes. Feast Day (scheduled for the Bank Holiday at the end of August) runs biennially, and
the next one will be in 2022.
To help us raise vital funds, we’ll be relying on Co-op shoppers. Every time they buy Co-op own-brand
products they get a 5% reward for themselves, and a further 1% goes to local causes like ours. Co-op
members can decide which local group they would like to back by going online
www.coop.co.uk/membership, We really hope that people will visit the website and choose to support us.
If you’re not a member and would like to support us, you can join online at www.coop.co.uk , or by calling
0800 023 4708.
When a community comes together we’re able to achieve great things, so we hope you can help promote
Feast Week 2021, and prepare for Feast Day 2022!.
For more information about us, please visit https://membership.coop.co.uk/causes/48306
Daniel Tabor, Hon Treasurer, Buckby Feast Trust, Email: danielc.tabor@outlook.com

WEST HADDON VILLAGE HALL
The village hall re-opened on 2nd December.
We are now planning for the tidying up of the car park area. We want to tarmac up to the boundary of
the village hall land, but we are not sure of the exact position of the boundary because we do not have
a copy of the deeds. We believe that it follows the school fence, then the fence adjacent to the track
behind the hall and the garden fence of the adjacent house. If anyone has deeds that relate to the
village hall land, please email Liz Parker (liz.parker@westhaddon.net).
The new website will be launched early in the new year.
As always, enquires and bookings to the Bookings Secretary on
westhaddonvillagehallbookings@gmail.com or phone/text 07771 968878
Liz Parker (Secretary, Village Hall Committee)
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Have you ever had a chance meeting with a celebrity? Hopefully, this article will be the start of many
amusing tales from village residents. Please submit your ‘tale’ to the editor at editorwhnews@outlook.com
I once .... had a drink with the King!
In days gone by every able-bodied youth had to serve the country for two years before being turned loose
to fend for himself. It went like this ... "Here's a uniform, stand up straight, there's 90p a week for you.
You've no rights, just responsibilities. Shut your mouth and get on with it". Knocked into shape, some were
sent to a Malaysian jungle, but I was one of the lucky ones and a few months later - at the height of the
Cold War - I found myself on the East German/Russian border, in a group of four, tracking Soviet aircraft
and their missile radars, logging the parameters to be sent back to the bosses at GCHQ.
Russki tanks could be heard revving up on the far side of the woods, but little did they realise what they
were dealing with! I had electronic intercept equipment, a dish aerial and - most fearsome of all - a
sharpened pencil ready to stick up their turrets. They'd better not start something, or I'll get really angry!
Well, they didn't, so the word must have got around! The records were handed over by each of us in turn
to the captain of the morning flight from Hannover to London as diplomatic baggage. One hot summer's
day on the way back, I told my driver to stop off in a small village in the pine forest. We went to the bar,
sank a cooling lager and peered around the gloomy interior.
At the other end of the bar were a group of Yanks - proudly displaying their badges for standing up and
chewing gum at the same time - loudly celebrating a colleague being promoted for holding a rifle the right
way round. I asked the driver to tell them to quieten down a bit! Don't worry though I said to him, you go
first and I'll stand right behind you! Hang on though, just a minute, that's Elvis Presley holding court - the
handsome swine with his swarthy good looks and easy confidence! Feeling a touch intimidated by the
crowd around him laughing loudly with mock joviality, all I had to offer was my beret at a jaunty angle and
chronic flatulence!
Discussing music in later years, I am usually able to steer the conversation round to Elvis and casually
mention that "I once had a drink with the King". And there's not many can truthfully say that!
Alan J

Update from Buckby Library & Hub
Buckby Library & Hub is open again. Current opening hours are
Tuesdays 2-5; Thursdays 10-1; Saturdays 10-12, but do check
the website for the Christmas and New Year period. We have
also been raising money for a ‘coronavirus recovery gardens project’ and are pleased to announce that
we’ve received funding from the People’s Postcode Lottery Postcode Neighbourhood Trust.
This grant will add to other money we’ve raised to improve the Library’s outside spaces and make them
more attractive for the community. We have already installed a permanent gazebo in our courtyard garden
behind the library, and, with landscaping, additional seating and replanting, our other external areas will
provide spaces for all members of the community and contribute to a better environment. The Postcode
Neighbourhood Trust is a grant-giving charity funded entirely by players of People’s Postcode Lottery.
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West Haddon News Advertising
With the current circumstances WHNews would like to offer all local
businesses the opportunity to advertise with us for free for a period of
6 months. If you would like to enquire about placing an advert in the
newsletter, please contact the Parish Council Executive Officer, Gill Wells
at executiveofficer@westhaddonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Usual costs:
small advert - £18.00 / 3 months advertising
¼ page advert - £72.00 / 3 months advertising
½ page advert - £108.00 / 3 months advertising
Full Page advert - £216.00 / 3 months advertising

ADAM MAY CONTRACTING
Specializing in all types of fencing
for almost 30 years.
. Dismantle and replacement
. Storm damage/Repairs
. Professional Advice
. Fully Insured
Contact 07973 695634
Email adam.may1@btinternet.com

Mobile Hair Stylist
& Nail Technician
Emma Mason from West Haddon
Six Years Salon Experience
Advanced Qualification in Hairdressing
Fully Qualified Gel Polish Nail
Technician Competitive Rates!!

07557474671
emm.mason@icloud.com
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Rachel Hearne
Garden Maintenance
RHS Level 2 Qualified
Gardener
Services include:
Lawn care, garden clearance,
winter pruning, bed and
border care, weeding, planting
Tel: 07928489240
Email: rachhearne@gmail.com
Available immediately

Local Services
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November's Theme Images at WHPhoto.club - Autumn Colour
Our members certainly embraced this month's theme of Autumn Colour and produced a wide range of
images packed with orange, yellow and red hues. Many photos had been taken quite locally - Badby
Woods, Harlestone, Althorpe and Guilsborough - and only slightly further afield, at Stowe. Some members
reminded us that not all the colours in autumn are at the red end of the spectrum - there were some
attractive pictures of flowers that are at their best at this time of the year.
The image that proved most popular with the members was a sumptuous picture of beech trees, dripping
with rich, warm seasonal colours - Sunny Glade by David Kallmeier (below). David also had an image called
Autumn Window that was tied as a runner up with Kevan Brassington's Fungi Cascade.

There was, as usual, a good selection of subjects for the Image of the Month section of our meeting.
Several photos had been taken during our club pre-lockdown outing to Badby Woods which had been
made for the purpose of this month's theme.
The favourite image was taken at Didcot and was Tony Teague's Strike a Light (above) - lovely lighting and
composition making an atmospheric black and white shot. Steaming up just behind was runner-up It's Cold
Outside by Jim Shaw.
All the photos submitted this month can be seen on our website at whphoto.club.

WEST HADDON PARISH COUNCIL
E-mail:- executiveofficer@westhaddonparishcouncil.gov.uk
Website:- www.westhaddonparishcouncil.gov.uk
telephone:- 07493366527
Twitter:- @WestHaddonPC
Facebook:- West Haddon Council
Newsletter Editor:- editorwhnews@outlook.com
Full Council meetings are normally held on 1st Tuesday of each month
Please see the website for further information, joining instructions for
meetings (currently held by zoom), and agenda items.
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